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Iv /## Anatomical Account of fome Remarkable 

things-^ f&nnd on the Dijfe&ion of a V/oman, 

who dyed of the Dropjie, after the Paracentejis 

was performed, with a fmall Reflection on the 

Canfes of the Dropfie. By Dr. Charles Pr efton. 

|3 Eing called to the Difie&icn of Madam Faiflant, the 
jQ Cnirurgeon one Du Linier, Operator to Monfieur 
Bu Ferny ; what we (bund remarkable is as follows : 

In opening the Lower Belly, the Liver was found very 
White,the Epiploon extreamly dryed, the Stomachm uch 
bigger than ordinary, the winding of the Colon, which 
paffes under the Stomach, extreamly drawn together by 
three Threds. In the Umbilical Region, the Imeflines 
Jejunum and Ilium, much inflamed, and their Tunicks 
much more thick than ordinary. In the Hypogaftrick 
Region, all theinferiour part of the Inteftine Uecn, on 
that fide near the Bladder, and ail the bottom of the Ma- 
trix ; as alfothe inferiour part of the Re&um much In- 
flamed and Ulcerated. In the bof.tem of the Matrix 
there was an Abfcefs, and the internal Orifice extreamly 
Dilated, about the largenefs of a Crown ; the extremity 
of the inferiour part of the Ureter Cartilaginous ; the 
Extremity of the Tubs Fallopianis went fo high, as the 
(eeond Vertebre of the Lumbar Region ; in the interiour 
part it was Dilated fix Lines, and near the bottom of the 
Matrix, about two Inches, and wastyed to ail the inferior 
parr,of the Kidney ; that of the left fide was Dilated 
about four Lines in the upper part, and fix in theinfcrior. 
The right Tefticle, or Ovarium, which ordinarily does 
not exceed the bignefs of a Pidgeons Egg, was here of 
a confiderable bignefs, three Inches long, and two of 
breadth; and in the inferior part, there was found an 
Egg, hanging by its Ligament, out of the Tuba Falk* 
piam, about the bignefs of the Yolkof a common Hens 
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Egg j which, for Experiment, I caufed to be BoUec^and 
it hard ned as an ordinary Egg, but did not purfue the 
Tryal ariy farther. 

The right Kidney was of a considerable bignefs, went 
up as far as the Jaft of the true Ribs,and defcended below 
the Umbilical Region ; the Pelvis was Dilated about 
three Inches in breadth, and (even in lengtk 

In the.fecond Cavity, the Lungs were of a Livid Co- 
lour, as in all Chronical Difeafes ; and on the right fide 
were adherent to the Membrane Pleura ; and on the left 
fide was an adherence of the Inferior Lobe to the Dia- 
phragm : In the Pericard was little or no Serum ,• and 
what we found of a bloody Colour in difie&ing the 
Heart, we found a great Polypus in the right Ventricle, 
taking up almoft aii the Cavity, about five or fix Lines 
in thicknefs, and half a Foot in length. 

Laftiy, It is to be Noted, that there was not much 
Water,there having a great deal run oue in the Operation. 

Having given a Relation of whatwasfound moft Re- 
markable, on the Difie&ion of this Hydropick Woman, I 
fhall only make a Ihort Reflection, as to the Caufes of the 
Dropfie ; for there is here fuch a comp'ex of Difeafes, as 
would furniih Matter for a Volume, but I reckon mod of 
them effefts of the Dropfie. 

Wefindfome Authors blame the Liver, becaufe it is 
found of a whium Colour j others the Spleen, becaufe 
fometimes Schirrous j but thefe are only the effe&s of 
the Difea(e,and the preknt Subjed furnishes me with Ar- 
guments ; for altho' the Liver was of a white Colour with- 
out, yet its interior was Red. Sylvius has obferved a 
Rupture of the Lacteal Veins, the Receptaculum Chy/i, or 
Duftus Thoracis; but becaufe that is reckoned incurable 
I (hail pafs to others. Since the Difcovery of the !ym- 
phatick Veffels,they have not flood to fay, that a Rupture 
of them is thecaufe j but Anatomy tells us they are not fo 
eafslv broken ; and upon thedifiediop of fiydropickDodies, 

you 
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you will never find any of the ly mphatick Vcflels broken. 
We ihali then take the true Caufe from the Mechanick 
Structure of the parts,and the difpofition of the Blood, 
which are firft the Relaxation of the Fibres and Pores of 
theVeffels.orthere/ca/^whichare between the Arteries 
and theVeinSjOr fecondly,a compreflion of theVefTels ; for 
theLymphaticks take their Origine from the Membranes, 
which covers theMufcles ^V/twa- and Glands 5 therefore, 
when the Veficulcs are too much ftraitned with Serofity, 
theirFibres loofe their natural force.and become uncapabkL 
to expel the too great quantity of Water ; but the Vefi- 
cul& are enlarged from day today, until their Fibres fuf- 
fer fo great an Extenfion even as to break, from hence is 
the fource of thofe Waters ; it happens alfo fometimes, 
that the pores of the faid Veficulams. fo widened.that the 
Lymph runs into the Cavity of the Belly, or the Inter- 
faces of the M ufcules. 

The Caufe from the Difpofition of the Blood, is either 
when it is too thin or too vifcid ; too thin, that it pafles 
eafily through the Pores of the Veficules ; too vifcid,that 
it cannot pafs through the Capillary Ve&ls.and by con- 
fluence CompreiTes the adjacent parts, fo caufes Ob» 
ilructions. I fhall infift no further as to the Caufe,only 
take Notice, whether in reafon this Woman could have 
lived any time longer, confidering all the Complex of 
Difeafes ; or if the Operation of the Paracentesis was 
the Caufe of her being fooner carried off: From what is 
laid above, it is impoflible (he could Recover,- only this 
is to be remarked, that where the Dropfie is of a long 
continuance, and the Perfons much Debilitated and of 
Age, in that Cafe the Operation is not to be performed ; 
for generally the Vifcera are Corrupted. 

When ye perform the Operation, Extrad the Water 

by degrees, and not all at once, elfe you endanger the 

Perfbn, for fcarce One efcapes of a Hundred that is done 

-01 her wife. II. ^» 



